A database for environmental contaminants in traditional food in northern Canada.
The potential health effects of environmental contaminants in traditional food on indigenous peoples in Northern Canada have been a growing concern. We have conducted an extensive literature review on contaminant levels in Northern Canada through searches of commercial, private, and government databases for the years 1986-1995, including MEDLine, Agricola, Biological Abstracts, Current Contents, Applied Science and Technology, Biosis, CABCD, Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts, CRIS/ICAR, and the Northern Aquatic Food Chain Contaminant Database. More than 20,000 data items were identified in over 50 published articles, unpublished data, government reports, and review articles. Ranges of levels of 13 contaminants in major traditional food groups collected from four geographical regions (Yukon, MacKenzie, Keewatin, Baffin and Northern Quebec) were calculated. Exposure levels, particularly according to different dietary patterns, were estimated and discussed in relation to guideline levels.